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to be enlisted for this or that particular " army
of the Lord ". This does not belittle the value
of the work which such schools have done :
but it is a fact which has to be borne in mind,
and which has, of course, been recognized
in the various compromises affecting these
so-called cc voluntary" schools which have
been sanctioned by Act of Parliament, notably
in 1902 and in 1936. It is a fact, moreover,
which is of diminishing importance to-day.
The complaint is often heard that, despite the
body of religious instruction given in schools,
the churches are in fact empty : and the facile
conclusion is drawn that the growing generation
is an irreligious generation. That conclusion
I believe to be false. There is abundant
evidence among young people of a deep and
sincere interest in religion : what is vanishing
is the interest in denominational religion.
And that puts a wholly new complexion on
the teaching function of the Church to-day.
It still has a teaching function, and a definite
duty to fulfil and a part of paramount impor-
tance to play in the educational field. Many
of its old duties have been taken over by the
State, and some of them no longer answer